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Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development *

ANIMAL INDUSTRY DIVISION
ANIMAL AND ANIMAL PRODUCT DISPOSAL

Managers: Michele Schalow, D.V.M., 517-284-5688, schalowm@michigan.gov (Licensing)

Legal Authority:  Act 239, P.A. 1982, Bodies of Dead Animals and Regulations (BODA)
Description of the Program:

The Animal and Animal Product Program inspects and licenses businesses transporting, rendering, and/or
producing animal feed from dead animals, including restaurant grease, in Michigan. In addition, the
program enforces the BODA Law by investigating complaints, educating offenders, and pursuing
enforcement when necessary.

Why it matters:

When animals die, their carcasses have the potential of affecting the health of other animals, people, and
the environment. Ensuring dead animals are properly disposed of protects the health of humans, animals,
and the environment.

Accomplishments:

T Number of licensed facilities: 20 businesses (five out-of-state, 15 in-state)
1 All 15 licensed Michigan rendering and animal feed manufacturing plants were inspected jointly with
MDARD's Pesticide and Plant Pest Management Division in 2015 to ensure compliance with state laws.

Program Goals:

1 Be the lead agency for regulation and promotion of the rendering industry in Michigan.

9 Provide guidance on animal disposal to the public.

1 Collaborate with agencies with overlapping regulatory authority to prepare for a large scale animal
disease requiring multi-agency response to mass animal carcass management.



Measuring Success:

Metric

2015

Annual Inspections of Michigan Rendering and Animal Feed
Manufacturing Plants Inspected on an annual basis.

100 %

T

Key Stakeholders

MDARD’s Environmental Stewardship
Division

Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services

Michigan Department of Environmental
Quiality

Michigan Department of Natural
Resources

Michigan State University, Diagnostic
Center for Population and Animal Health
United States Department of
Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, Veterinary Services
Commercial Composting Working Group
Waste Management of Michigan

Deliverables

T

Continuous inspections of licensed
facilities and vehicles

Enhanced collaboration with DEQ
regarding restaurant grease
Establishment of a model commercial
composting business through the
Commercial Composting Working Group
to look into the feasibility of offering
commercial composting in Michigan
Michigan Mass Animal Carcass
Management Plan: Preparing Michigan
for Emergency Events Involving Animals




Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development

ANIMAL INDUSTRY DIVISION
ANIMAL CONTROL

Manager: Pollyanne McKillop, 517-284-5682, kapalapm@michigan.gov
Legal Authority:

Act 339, P.A. 1919, as amended, the Dog Law

Act 328, P.A. 1931, Michigan Penal Code, Chapter IX Animals
Act 309, P.A. 1939, Registration and Identification of Dogs

Act 287, P.A. 1969, Pet Shops, Dog Pounds and Animal Shelters
Act 328, P.A. 1976, as amended, Animals Running at Large

Act 246, P.A. 2000, Wolf Dog Cross Act

Act 274, P.A. 2000, as amended, Large Carnivore Act
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Description of the Program:

Most, but not all, counties have animal control agencies. Additionally, any local cities and townships, especially
in southeast Michigan, also have animal control agencies. Animal control officers are the primary enforcers of
the Dog Law. When a jurisdiction has no animal control, enforcement of the Dog Law falls to local law
enforcement.

The Dog Law protects both public health and livestock because it provides for: the rabies vaccination and
licensing of dogs, inspection and licensing of dog kennels, remuneration of livestock owners for damage to
livestock caused by dogs, leash restraint of dogs, animal control officer training, and establishment of animal
control agencies.

Animal control or law enforcement officers also enforce many other state laws affecting public safety and animal
welfare including the state animal anti-cruelty laws, the state prohibition on possession of large carnivores and
wolf-dogs, the state animal running at large laws, and the state’s dangerous animals law.

MDARD serves to be a resource for animal control and law enforcement officers, by providing veterinary
assistance, advocating for animal control, and educating the agencies to various state programs as well as
changes occurring at the state level. MDARD is also responsible for developing and maintaining the current
required animal control training curriculum as well as review and approve submitted animal control

officer training.

Why it matters:

9 Animal control is crucial in controlling and preventing rabies in dogs and other animals within
their jurisdictions by ensuring animals are vaccinated and licensed, and by overseeing animals
which have bitten people or been exposed to potentially rabid animals. In addition, animal
control is crucial to protecting public safety from dangerous animals or animals running at large,



as well as ensuring animals in Michigan are not abused or neglected. MDARD relies on these
agencies to help enforce these state laws.

1 Many local animal control or law enforcement agencies are unable to find veterinarians willing to
assist in animal welfare investigations. MDARD's assistance is can be crucial in allowing the
agency the ability to properly investigate and prosecute a case.

1 Annual visits allow MDARD to maintain current information regarding local resources and have
proven to be vital in partnership with local community leaders.

Accomplishments:

T

=

Responded to all requests for ride-along veterinary assistance received by animal control/local law
enforcement agencies.

Explored methods to standardized and streamline the animal control training submission process.
Continue to provide annual updates to animal control/local law enforcement agencies.
Responded to all animal control officer training received.

Measuring Success:

Metric 2014 2015
Number of ride-alongs completed by field staff. 16 15
Number of individuals approved to be animal control officers 26 27

Number of requests for MDARD assistance received and acted
on from animal control/law enforcement agencies

Program Goals:

T

Provide assistance to animal control and law enforcement agencies, as state resources allow, when
requested.

Provide information to each animal control/law enforcement agency annually regarding current
MDARD programs and activities, and maintain a current list of exiting animal control/law
enforcement agencies.

Standardized training submission process to improve efficiencies and timeliness of approvals.

Key Stakeholders

Animal control officers
Local units of government
Michigan Association of Animal Control Officers
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Companion Animal Advisory Group




Manager: Theresa Drysdale, D.V.M., 517-284-5791, DrysdaleT@michigan.gov

Legal Authority: Act 466, P.A. 1988, as amended, the Animal Industry Act

Description of the Program:

9 Ensure the health of animals being imported to and exported from Michigan through the use of Interstate

Certificates of Veterinary Inspection (ICVI).
0 Review ICVIs to verify:
A Completion of veterinary exam prior to animal movement.
A Presence of official identification by species as required by federal and state laws.

A Laboratory disease testing was completed by species _
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